SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL

The American Legion, Disabled American Veterans, Veterans of Foreign Wars,
Paralyzed Veterans of America, Vietnam Veterans of America Chapters 1054 & 959
Military Order of the Purple Heart

DISABLED AMERICAN VETERANS — 1519 W. 51t STREET — SIOUX FALLS, SD

16 NOVEMBER 2022- 9AM — 12PM (CST)

[WY

. Call to Order
e President Connie Johnson

N

. Pledge of Allegiance and Prayer
e Vice President Kevin Hempel

w

. Roll Call
e Secretary/Treasurer Marty Pennock

4. Welcome Distinguished Guests / Visitors /Administrative Comments / Announcements
e President Connie Johnson

5. Minutes of Last Meeting
e Secretary/Treasurer Marty Pennock

()]

. Treasurer Report
e Secretary/Treasurer Marty Pennock

7. Invited Guest Speakers
e Acting Director SFVAHCS: Dr. Timothy Pendergrass
e Maedical Center Director /CEO BHVAHCS: Lisa Curnes
Dakotas Regional Office Director: Shawn Bohn
SD Dept of Veterans Affairs Update: Secretary Greg Whitlock
Veterans Honored Internment: Roger Van Noort
Director of Veterans Affairs South Dakota State University: Russ Chavez

8. Endowment Update
e Endowment Fund Balance Update: Terry Paulsen

o]

. Recognition of Certain Individuals



10. Updates from each VSO

11. Unfinished Business
Legislative 2023 Discussion

12. New Business
e Future Meetings
January 11%*, 2023, TAL Post 8, Pierre 2pm — 5pm (CST)
January 11%, 2023, TAL Post 8, Pierre 5:30pm — 7:30pm (CST) — Legislative Reception
April 19th, 2023, - Sisseton
July 19, 2023, - Rapid City

e Legislative Roundtables
November 16", 2022, DAV, Sioux Falls, 12pm — 1:30pm (CST) — Hosts DAV & PVA
November 17, 2022, TAL Post 17, Watertown, 12pm — 1:30pm (CST) — Host VVA
November 18, 2022, TAL Post 8, Pierre, 2pm — 3:30pm (CST) — Host TAL
November 19, 2022, VFW Post 5860, Spearfish 10am — 11:30am (MT) — Host VFW

13. Next Scheduled Meeting
Date: January 11, 2023
City: Pierre, SD
Time: 2pm to 5pm (CST)

14. Good of the Order
15. Closing Comments and Adjournment

Past South Dakota Veterans Council Meetings
20 October 2021 (SD Military Heritage Alliance Bldg., Sioux Falls). 12 January 2022 (Red
Rosa, Pierre, SD). 20 April 2022 (SD Military Heritage Alliance Bldg., Sioux Falls). 20 July
2022 (The American Legion Post 17, Watertown). 28 September 2022 (The American
Legion Post 22, Rapid City).
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SOUTH DAKOTA YETERANS COUNCIL
T Asperican Legion, Dissbled Anrerican Velerans, Yatsrans of F ovsign Wars,
Parabtyzzd Weterans ol America, Vistnam Vaterons of Amarics Chapiers 1053 & 953
Mhlitary Order of the Pusplz Pezvs

MINUTES OF THE SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL MEETING,
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 28%, 2022, AT THE AMERICAN LEGION POST 22
RIRE SAINT PATRICK STREFT, RAPID CITY

1. CALL TO ORDER:

The meeting of the South Dakota Veterans Council was called to order by President Connie
Johnson at 9:03 am.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGINECE AND PRAYER:
Vice President Kevin Hempel led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance and a praver.

3. ROLL CALL:

Secretary/Treasurer Marty Pennock called the roli call showing the foliowing members
present:

American Legion (TAL): Doug Feltman, Kevin Hempel, Fred Nelson

Disabled American Veterans (DAVY): Dan Francis, Gene Murphy, Marty Pennock
Yeterans of Foreign Wars (VFW):, Anna Amold, Dave Baumiller, Mike Mullen

Vietnam Veterans of America Chapters 1054 and 959 (Y Y A): Jerry Denman (1054). Phil
Braeger (1054), Terry “Hawk™ Mayer (959)

Military Order of the Purple Heart (MOPH): Connie Johnson, Ken Teunissen, Buck
Underwood

North Central Chapter Paralyzed Veterans of America (PYA): Terrv Paulsen and Mike
Olson

Official Officers Excused:

‘Tom Hafner (VFW). Phil Braeger (VV A 1054). Bill Flippo (MOPH), jon Tilk (MOPH). Lisa
Cummings (PVA). Anna “Waltner” to “Arnold”™ (VFW) name change will be posted on an
upcoming SDVC member 2022-2023 roster.

There was a total of'44 present for the meeting and 4! that signed in {attached sign in roster).

4. WELCOME DISTINGUISHED GUESTS / VISITORS /ADMINISTRATIVE
COMMENTS / ANNOUNCEMENTS

President Johnson welcomed members of the Council and Guests.



5. PREVIOUS MEETING MINUTES:

President Johnson called on Secretary-Treasurer Pennock to read the minutes from the July
20™, 2022, meeting.

On a motion by (VVA) Terry Mayer and seconded by (DAV) Gene Murphy
to waive the reading of the minutes as they were mailed to members of the

council, posted on the website and provided at the meeting. Discussion.
Motion carried.

6. TREASURER’S REPORT:

President Johnson called on Secretary-Treasurer Pennock for a Treasurer’s Report. Income
as of September 23, 2022, was $12,828.56 and expenses of $103.60 leaving a balance of

$12,724.96.

On a motion by (PVA) Terry Paulsen and seconded by (VFW) Anna Amold
to approve the Treasurer’s Report. Discussion. Motion carried.

7. INVITED GUEST SPEAKERS:
Executive Director VISN 23: Robert McDivitt covered in detail the following:

VISN 23 geographic area review

FY2023 Budget approval in progress

Golden Age Games in 2022 — 500 Veterans in Sioux Falls

Director search in progress for the SFVAHCS nationally — President Johnson
will be on the board. This position will be appointed by the United States

Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Dr. Pendergrass will extend his tour to cover
the position until it is filled.

PACT Act will define VA health care for the next 20-30 years

Status after the AIR Commission was stopped — reassessment of capabilities
in SD

Overview of large budget items for construction in SD

Electronic health record in SD — 2024. Expect delays

Medical Center Director / CEO BHVAHCS: Lisa Curnes covered in detail the
following:

Home health care — 24 Veterans enrolled — Started in June
Ambulance Transportation Service — Started in September

C&P Exams have been prioritized for environmental exposure exams
CITC Update - 11.1 Day Average with no unscheduled after 30 days
Home based primary care expanded to Scottsbluff and Pierre
Construction update to facilities in the BHVAHCS

Rapid City CVOC opening 2023 — Open house will precede

Challenges in the BHVAHCS - Rural Transposition, C&P Exams and
Staffing



Acting Director SFVAHCS: Dr. Timothy Pendergrass covered in detail the
following:

o C&P examiner now in Dakota Dunes

e Received an award in Washington D.C. for Most Improved in Outpatient
Experience Award (FY2021)

e Construction update to facilities in the SFVAHCS

e Staffing concern — shortage of key staff and nurses
e CITC update

e Respite care discussion

Dakotas Regional Office Director: Shawn Bohn covered in detail the following:
e PACT Act overview with questions from the audience

* Hiring with increase of VA dollars will surge FTE to 190 by the end of the
quarter

e Update on Blue Water claims nationally and in SD

Director VA Black Hills National Cemetery Director: Terry Corkins covered in
detail the following:

° Handed out flyer (attached), Booklet “Planning Your Legacy” — he has
available for VSOs

e Overview of 155 national cemeteries

* VA BH National Cemetery has approximately 900 burials /year

e Staff of 18 for the Cemetery

» Eligibility for the Cemetery — Honorable discharge by a Veteran (Federal
definition)

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs Update: Secretary Whitlock
covered the following:

e Staffing Veteran Home — 21 CNA and 5 Nurses.

¢ Hot Springs low pool of applicants and lack of housing

e Rent some of the structures to current employees

e Wing closure — loss of 13 beds/rooms

e Claims processing — 183 // 10 processing

¢ Bridge Dedications on Veterans Day — 30 Completed / 60 Applications on
File

e Wreaths Across America — 2™ Annual - December 7" — December 11%

Ms. Veteran South Dakota Update — Ms. Kaylan Harrington covered the
following:
e 21 Year Army Veteran — Ms. Veteran America — 30 October 2022
¢ Final Salute Inc. is the company — safety of women
¢ Cornerstone in Rapid City only VA certified facility in South Dakota
e Since 2012 - Over $705,000.00 raised and 8,000 women served

On a motion by (DAV) Gene Murphy and seconded by (TAL) Fred
Nelson to donate $250.00 to support Ms. Harrington in her trip in
October. Motion carried.



Congressional Delegate Updates from the Staff of Senator Thune and Senator
Rounds:

Jess Ewing with Senator Thune’s Office

¢ Introduced Phil Rolas as new member to his team

e Ellsworth AFB — B21

e NDAA

e PACT Act
Bob Dejong with Senator Rounds’ Office

e Gerald’s Law Act

e Vets Access Records Act

e Expressriptions

¢ Senator Rounds meetings with VA Secretary about timely care
Mike Bekaert with Senator Rounds’ Office

e Retiring in 45 days

o Handed out two flyers (attached) — Local Dental Care and DAV claims

opportunity

8. ENDOWMENT UPDATE:

Endowment Fund Balance Update -Terry Paulsen: (attached)
9. RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN INDIVIDUALS: None

10. UPDATES FROM EACH VSO:
MOPH: Ken Teunissen
e Congratulated President Johnson on receiving vehicle from Billion Auto
¢ National Convention review — August 14-18, 2022, in Rapid City

e Continue on with Purple Heart County and City
VFW: Anna Armold

National Convnetion in July 2022
Dept. moved to SD Heritage Alliance Building in August
Membership drive is priority
Support the PACT Act
e Fall Conference in Oacoma October 7-9, 2022
DAV: Dan Francis

e Dept of SD DAV and Auxiliary Fall Conference Oct 8", 2022, DAV HQ in
Sioux Falls

District 14 Fall Meeting Oct 22", 2022, Billings, MT

Tentatively posed to order two new vehicles in 2023-2023 West River HTP
Handed packet of information to the group

Two National Interim Committee Members from SD were appointed

Joe Parsetich — New National Commander ~ from Montana



VVA:
959 — Terry Mayer

e POW/MIA Remembrance Day — September 16%, 2022, in Sioux Falls
1054 — Jerry Denman

e Veteran Video spreading around nine county area

e Thanked the DAV for allowing the use of the State Fair Building
TAL: Feltman

e Honor Flight 13 — Encouraged all to attend on Saturday Oct 1%, 2022,

Homecoming event — Sioux Falls
e October 10" -13', 2022— Commander/Adjutant Convention
e May 1¥ -3 2023 — National Commander will be in South Dakota

e Oct 21 Dueling Piano sponsorship — selling tables

e 2 Pheasant Hunts 2022 -- 45 Veterans / 70 birds each hunt
e Platt 2 Day Hunt

e PVA Banquet ~ 7 October — Sioux Falls

11. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Legislative 2023 Discussion:

Notes from Anna Arnold — Meeting SDDV A Veterans Healthcare Task Force
(attached)

No Change to the following:

The SDVC approved to introduce a resolution to lobby the State of South
Dakota to amend South Dakota Codified Law Chapter SDCL 10-4-10 and 10-

4-41, to include the service-connected disabilities 70%-90% for the property
tax exemption.

The SDVC approved to lobby the South Dakota Legislature during the 2023
session to pass legislation to amend SDCL 33A-1-22 to include the stipulation
that counties with Veteran Populations of 1000 to 3999 according to the most
recent Annual VA GDX Report have at a minimum one full-time dedicated
County Veterans Service Officer; and for counties with greater than 4000
Veterans an additional one full-time dedicated County Veterans Service
officer be employed for each additional 4000 Veterans.

The SDVC approved to introduce a resolution to the South Dakota Legislature
to research placement of Veterans in community nursing homes with funding
from federal, and State governments and Veterans in rural states.



12. NEW BUSINESS:

Proposed Future SDVC Meetings:
November 16", 2022, Sioux Falls, 9:00 am — 12:00 pm (CST) - DAV
January 11", 2023, Pierre, 2:00 pm — 5:00 pm (CST)-TAL

Future Legislative Roundtables:
November 16", 2022, Sioux Falls 12:00 pm—1:30 pm (CST) - DAV & PVA
November 17", 2022, Watertown 12:00 pm - 1:30 pm (CST) - VVA
November 18", 2022, Pierre 2:00 pm —3:30 pm (CST) - TAL
November 19", 2022, Spearfish 10:00 am — 11:30 am (MT) - VFW

14. NEXT SCHEDULED MEETING
On a motion by (DAV) Dan Francis and seconded by (TAL) Kevin Hempel to
hold the next meeting on November 16, 2022, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
(CST), in Sioux Falls at the DAV, 1519 W. 51% St. Sioux Falls, SD. Motion
carried.

15. GOOD OF THE ORDER: None

16. CLOSING COMMENTS AND ADJOURNMENT:
With no other business before the council, Vice President Kevin Hempel led the council in

the benediction followed by a salute to the colors from President Connie Johnson.
On a motion by (TAL) Doug Feltman and seconded by (VFW) Anna Arnold

to adjourn the meeting. The motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at
12:12 p.m.

Marty Pennock, Secretary-Treasurer 9/29/2022



FINANCIAL REPORT FOR THE SOUTH DAKOTA VETERANS COUNCIL

Beginning Balance From Last Report: September 23, 2022 $ 12,724.96
Deposits

Total Deposits Since September 23, 2022 h -
Checks Written:

Check #1002 - Kaylan Harrington Ms. Veteran American $ 250.00
Check #1003 - Off The Press Printing - Legislative Roundtable Info $ 233.77
Total Expenses Since September 23, 2022 $ 483.77
Leaving a Balance as of November 15, 2022 § 12,241.19

Submitted By,
Marty Pennock

Secretary/Treasurer



BE VIGILANT OF PACT ACT SCAMS

On August 10, President Biden signed the Sergeant First Class Heath Robinson
Honoring our Promise to Address Comprehensive Toxics Act (PACT Act) into

law. This law helps millions of Veterans and their survivors by:

- Extending VA health care eligibility for Veterans with toxic exposures and Veterans of the
Vietnam, Gulf War, and Post-9/11 (Post-September 11, 2001) eras

- Expanding benefits eligibility for Veterans exposed to toxic substances and their survivors

Tips to Avoid PACT Act Scams

Scammers are taking advantage of new opportunities to commit fraud.
There’s been an increase in PACT Act-related phishing (email), vishing
ial media scams targeting Veterans to access their
PACT Act benefits or submit claims on their behalf.

Do’s

« You may submit your application securely online via VA.GOV
or in person at any Regional Office. You may file your daim
directly with VA and then, VA will assist in gathering
evidence necessary to support it. There are no costs or
hidden fees to apply.

« Be cautious of companies who advertise VA benefits can only
be obtained with their help. These companies may not be
recognized by VA and may be attempting to charge illegal fees.

¢ Be cautious of aggressive companies who may try to pressure
you to sign their contract through frequent communications or
by insisting “you must act now or lose your chance for benefits”

« Be cautious of companies who claim to be contacting you on
behalf of VA or to have a special relationship with VA. Contact
VA at 1-800-827-1000 if you are unsure about the authenticity

of any message received.

¢ Validate: If you are interested in working with a Veteran
Service Organization (VSO), agent, or attorney, use the Office
of General Counsel Accreditation tool to confirm and validate
their credentials.

(phone), and

Veterans should be cautious of anyone who guarantees a lucrative
financial benefit or service.

Don’ts

Do not sign a contract agreeing to pay an unauthorized
company a percentage of your benefit payment in exchange
for their assistance with your VA claim. if you need help

filing a claim, there are representatives of VSOs, agents, and
attorneys who have been accredited by VA to assist you.

Do not sign a blank form for someone else to complete later.
Always review the completed form before signing and keep
a copy for yourself.

Do not be fooled by companies wha advertise they have
special relationships with medical professionals and can
guarantee your benefits award. If they are defrauding the
Federal government, you could be held responsible for
paying those benefits back.

Do not provide your social security number, medicat records,
or other personally identifiable information to anyone
offering claims assistance before confirming their credentials
using the Office of General Counsel Accreditation tool

Do not sign forms that are not VA generated or third-party
authorization for someone to provide “behind-the-scenes”
claims assistance.

www.VA.gov/PACT is the official source of PACT Act information.
We want Veterans and survivors to apply now for their PACT Act-related benefits.
To report suspected scams, please contact the VA Office of Inspector General (QIG) Hotline (va.gov). File a complaint

with the Federal Trade Commission. Visit the Cybercrime Support Network for additional resources to help Veterans,
service members, and their families combat cybercrime.

US. Department

of Veterans Atrairs

Learn more and sign up at VA.gov/PACT
Download the VA Health and Benefits App
Call us at 1-800-MyVA411 (1-800-698-2411)
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ANACTTO RESEARCH PLACEMENT OF VETERANS

IN COMMUNITY NURSING HOMES WITH FUNDING FROM
e

EDERAL, AND STATE GOVERNMENTS AND VETERANS

IN RURAL STATES

WHEREAS. South Dakota has 63.950 Veter

ans with age groups 70-74 of 6,202; 75-79 of 4.411: §p.g:
+.451: and 83— of 5.007: and

SHEREAS 22 142 Vom0 s suh Didonts 6305 \ i By on e cosioim sids >
REAS = by 200 Goograrnie Diswibaion "V A [y z e Wi S outh Dabiona Veterans hao Iy
SEOINSATYET 00000 itk Cominopen o and Peasi SIZIEEI 000
WHEREAS, the covren: ond ondy sware

At b eterans nursing b
Veterans Honie is loeat

) o Michasd T izmausice South DEINTIRIEN
ted i the ext

remIE suuthwestern part of the stae: and

WHEREAS. long-stay services are available for enrolled Veterans who need nursing home care for life or
an extended period of time for g service-connected disability and those rated 60% service connected |
unemployable: or Veterans or who have a 70% or greater service-connected disability. All others are based
available resources. South Dakota Veterans who receive compensation are numbered at 18.026 witl
breakdown at 60 % of | 651 at 70% of 1,632: at 80% of 1.443: a1 90% of 1,012: and at 100% of 1.860: and

WHEREAS, The Community Nursing Home Program h
purpose of this program is to meet the nursing home
care in their own community, close to their famil

s contracts established with VA medical centers. -
needs of Veterans who require long

-term nursing ho
ies, and meet the enrollment and eligibility

requirements: an

WHEREAS, as our nation's Veterans population ages, VA and rural states will face an ev
for long-term care services of all kinds: and

er increasing dem;
WHEREAS. an example in rural South Dakot
with contracts and nursing home beds in the
Falls area with 40-50 contract beds: W
contract beds; Mitchel| areg with 10-15 ¢

a the state wouldn't own any building and employee one (1) F
following areas: Yankton area with 10-15 contract beds: S

atertown area with 10-13 contract beds: Aberdeen arca with 10
ontract beds: and

WHEREAS, the VA offers attractive subsidies. funding up to 63
and the rural state vwould provide 35% with the research committ
contract community nursing home beds for V

% of the construction cost for new facili

ee making recommendations on how to fi
eterans in rural states: NOW

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLV

ED that the South Dakota State Veterans
to expand the comprehensive p

rogram of long-term care services for Veterans regardless of their disabi
ratings. and urges VA, in conjunction with key stakeholders.

including other federal agencies and the n
States, to develop a strategic long-term care plan to invigorate and re-engineer VA-operated. purchase.
subsidized long-term care services:

Council supports legislative resea

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED. that the South Dakota State Veterans

Department of Veterans Affairs. South Dakota Legislature. South Dakota Congressional Delegates and tl
staff. other rural states leadership. federal agencies. and other interesting parties to complete research
introduce legislation on federal and state level

Council work with the South Dak

S.



RESOLUTION
Department of South Dakota, The American Legion
State Convention, Watertown, South Dakota
June 16-19,2022

RESOLUTION NO.:SDAL 22-13
SUBMITTED BY: BADGER POST 260

SUBJECT: PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION FOR VETERANS WITH 70-100% VA
DISABILITY

REFERRED TO: Convention Resolutions Committee

WHEREAS, South Dakota has recognized veterans who are permanent and totally

disabled have difficulty in maintaining employment due to their disabilities from service: and

WHEREAS, South Dakota Codified Law 10-4-40 and 10-4-41 allow permanent and

totally disabled veterans property tax exemption: and

WHEREAS, disabled veterans can have significant individual disabilities that impact

their ability to hold full time employment and not be rated at permanent and totally disabled; and

WHEREAS, the Department of Veterans Affairs standard for Total Disability based

upon Individual Unemployability starts with a minimum combined rating of 70%: and

WHEREAS, veterans who have a combined disability rating over 70% from the

Depariment of Veteran Affairs should be included in real property tax exemption; now, therefore,

be it

RESOLVED, By The Department of South Dakota American Legion in State
Convention assembled in Watertown, SD, June 16-19, 2022, That the South Dakota
American Legion Legislative Committee actively lobby that the State of South Dakota
amend the South Dakota Codified Law Chapter SDCL 10-4-40 and 10-4-41, to include

the service-connected disabilities 70%-90% for the property tax exemption.
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RISOLUTION 1D 2022-2817)
SUSMITIZD BY: 810U FaLLS 2 MEIRICAN LECIDN FOST £15
SUZIECT: LO3EYING SUFPORT FOR EMPLOYMENT OF

~ COUNTY VITERAN SERVICE OFFICERE

VWHERZAS, South Dakoiz Codifad Lzw 33A-1

5
-
)]
m
<
n
~
el
0
~

-22 sizies
Tne board of county commissioners of each coun
county or counties in employing a county veterans' service officer who, before such empioyment
takes effect, is approved by the state secretary of Veterans Affairs. ; and

ty in this state shall employ or join with another

WHEREAS, There are counties in South Dakota where Veterans are underrepresented by County
Veterans Service Officers, and

WHEREAS, The ratio of Veterans to County Veterans Service O
where a lack of adequate representation and timel
loss of benefits; now, therefore be it

fficers creates a situation in some counties
y service creates a delay or possible complete

RESOLVED, By The Department of South Dakota American Legion at the Department Convention
assembled in Watertown, SD, June 16-19, 2022, that The South Dakota American Legion lobby
the South Dakota Legislature during the 2023 session to pass legislation to amend SDCL 33A-1-
22 to include the stipulation that counties with Veteran Populations of 1000 to 3999 according
to the most recent Annual VA GDX Report have at a minimum one full-time dedicated County
Veterans Service Officer; and for counties with greater than 4000 Veterans an additional one

full-time dedicated County Veterans Service officer be employed for each additional 4000
Veterans,
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Please Join Us

The South Dakota Department of Veterans Aftairs and the South Dakota
Veterans Council invites you to our Legislative reception. The reception
will be held at the American Legion Post 8 Cabin in Pierre (520 S. Pierre
Street) on Wednesday, January 11, 2023, from 5:30—7:30 pm.

This event affords us the opportunity to briet you on the numerous pro-
grams and projects that we are working on to enhance the lives of South
Dakota’s veterans and their families. Our time together allows us to up-
date you on legislative issues and brief you on challenges we face at the
federal level.

As always, we appreciate all you do for South Dakota and look forward to
seeing you on the 11th.

Connce %Mm

Greg Whitlock, Secretary Connie Johnson, President
South Dakota Department of South Dakota
Veterans Affairs Veterans Council



